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USS AEOLUS 7th Reunion In Atlan
Beach, NC. What a great Reunion!

If you missed this one, you missed one
great time. The 7th reunion of the USS
Aeolus association was held at the Ham
ton Inn at Atlantic Beach, North Caroling
May 4th- May 7th. As you can tell from

the pictures published later in this newsl|

ter, the four days were filled with great
activities and excellent time allotted for
socializing in the hospitality room at the

hotel, sightseeing, and catching up with
shipmates.

Much of the first day, Monday the 4th w.
spent as usual in the hospitality room

which was the central gathering spot at
hotel for early registration, snacks, fello
ship, information, and memorabilia. Lots

of pictures from times aboard the Aeolus

well as previous reunions were available
spur the memories of those in attendand

Hampton Inn Atlantic Beach N.C.

agood left over. The strawberry shortcake

was a big hit. Once back on dry land the
ﬁzgects of the rough sea soon departed.

J\Irater that evening everyone enjoyed dinner

at the Chanel Marker restaurant which,
fggtunately did not roll and pitch at all.

Thwursday was scheduled as free time to
@xplore the area. There were museums and

Topping off the evening was a shrimp andhops galore in the town of Beaufort NC

chicken buffet at the hotel.

The next morning began back in the hog
tality room for more conversation and se
stories followed by lunch at the North

Carolina Aquarium. The aquarium lived

which is a very nice coastal town full of a
l13'5(_:h seagoing history. Thursday afternoon a

+1umber of the folks took in a tour of the
ocal Fort Macon Coast Guard Station.

Thursday evening, of course was the clos-

up to its reputation as one of the finest ining banquet for the reunion held at the

the country not only by its displays of

aquatic life, but also by the fine meal prdg
vided. After lunch the group was free to
tour the Aquarium at their own pace. Th

Crystal Coast Country Club. The meal was
excellent and the guest speaker, Capt
Robert Purifoy was very entertaining. Capt
@urifoy owns a diving service and shop and

evening was great as well with a cruise pvas present at the sinking of the Aeolus
the harbor area aboard the Diamond Cityand has dived on her numerous times since.

along with dinner aboard. (Oh No, not
more baked beans!).

Wednesday began with a cruise aboard
Carolina Princess out to the final resting

place of the USS Aeolus, now serving ad

mirably as part of the reef built off the
Carolina coast. The seas were a bit roug
and many of us recognized that our sea
legs were a little rusty after all this time.
We sailed out to the sight where we hel
brief memorial service for those shipmat

who are no longer with us. Lunch was pfo

vided aboard but S

much like eating so there was plenty of |

He provided very good pictures of her ly-
ing on the bottom and serving as a home
tfl% a wide variety of sea life. It was good to
see her again and to see that she is still
serving after all these years.

Captain Robert Purifoy (our guest speaker)
d the Crystal Cpast Country Club
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( continued on page 2)
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(Reunion continued from page 1)

IN MEMORIUM

The week was filled with an amazing array of activities
balanced by free time and time to just spend catching
with old friends. Before you knew it, it was time to say}  swesif,
goodbye which always seems to come too soon.

The good news is that the planning for the eighth reunipfjis.c again it is with great sadness that we report the |
already underway. The sight has not yet been selected Pﬂj of two of our Aeolus Shipmates:

the choices were narrowed down at the Association mget-

aSS-

ing to Texas, Florida, or Norfolk, Virginia depending on|J2hn A. Campbellpassed away in Venice, Florida on

y

where the best deal can be obtained. The association ha8th, 2009. He was 89 years old. He was a Chief Pettyg Of-

left that effort in the capable hands of Mike Jarvis to onffécer (BMC) with the United States Navy during World
again come up with an exceptional location and sched§&/ak !l and the Korean War. He retired from the Navy i

events for the next reunion which will most likely be in §3€81. John was a member of the Commissioning Crewjof

fall of 2010. the USS Aeolus serving aboard from 1955 to 1958.

So it is time for you to begin setting aside time to atteng-the

next reunion. As details as to timing and location becothe

available, we will get that information to you so that yod g ynaid V. Dignazio
can make definite plans for now just plan to leave time passed away in India
open in the fall of 2010. See you all there! lantic, Florida on Fri-

day June 26th, 2009.

The Last Sailor to Depart the USS Aeolus|He was 70 years old.
Ron was a retired Ser\

ior Chief Machinists
Errol Turner served aboard the Aeolus from January 19®fate in the US Navy

to June of 1960 as a Machinist Mate second class in the ] i
auxiliary engine room. He moved to Wilmington, North | Ron was the immedi-
Carolina in 1970. In 1987 he read in the local news pajéfe past president of

that the Aeolus arrived in Wilmington about 3 weeks pr{éh€ Aeolus Association
and was at a salvage yard just a short ways up the rivefS®¥ing as its president for many years. He attended
immediately called the owner and asked if he could go Aeolus reunions including the most recent one in May

ny

aboard for a look ar ound |NoghgLaroliga,He was we|l regogeeed by allsvbaknento ¢
much of the idea until he has a sudden thought. He as§Bém His service as a Navy Seal and a Police Officer qal-

Errol had worked in the engineering department. Wher{ify him as a genuine hero and patriot. He will be sorely
Errol said yes, he became excited by the idea. He wan gaissed.

Errol to come over and help his crew find all the fuel vagves

and how to set the system so they could remove any ol left

in the tanks. When Errol broke the bad news that he w§ anyone is aware of any other of our shipmates that
Machinist Mate not a Boiler Tender, he was disappointghdave passed away and have not been listed in previou

ay

but allowed him to come over anyhow. Errol did go ovgmewsletters, please send the information to Tom Starlirjg, at

and roamed the Aeolus form stem to stern, bridge to bijgésrlingt2001@yahoo.com or by mail to Tom at 6549
To this day, he wonders if he had the honor of being th

est

last Aeolus sailor to depart the ship. The Search Goes On

l e are always looking for information concerning the

Editors Note: Thanks Errol for relating that story. We tr _ _
whereabouts of our missi

you said goodbye for all of us.

g

ited the new Aeolus web site and gotten a sign on and pass-

Much the same way as Errol did, if any of you fellow stigord just email Mike Jarvis at Jarvis@nandc.com. Youfcan

mates have stories of your times that you would like to fgren review the crew listing and see who you rememb
late to the rest of the association members, they would|gest may be missing off that list. If you can give us info
tainly enjoy reading about them. Just jot down the inforfagation about any missing crewmembers, we will atte

tion and send it along via email to Tom Starling at star-| find them and let them know about the association. Th

t to

lingt2001@yahoo.com or via snail mail to Tom at 6549} web site is also loaded with other information and pictufes
West Law Rd, Valley City, OH 44280. that you are certain to enjoy. Thanks to Mike and his cfew

for putting the new site together. Great Job.
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